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INTRODUCTION

OUR MISSION
Providing historically-grounded solutions to enduring geopolitical problems.
 
We confront the major problems of world order, past, present and future. By applying 
historical analysis, political science and the experience of practitioners to the world’s most 
pressing geopolitical challenges, we offer a deeper understanding of where these challenges 
have come from, how they may develop and how they might be resolved.
 

WE DO THIS BY: 
 

Understanding – we conduct rigorous scholarly research into historical and contemporary 
geopolitical challenges and grand strategy.

Educating – we use this knowledge to teach and inform current and future global decision 
makers and the wider public.

Connecting – we bring together the worlds of academia, government, civil society,
politics and business.

Shaping – we re-frame current geopolitical problems in order to generate creative solutions.
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Bridget Kendall MBE, 
Chair of Management Committee, 
Master of Peterhouse 

I
t has been a pleasure for me to take up the 
position as Chair of the new Management 
Committee of the Centre for Geopolitics. 
Since we gathered for our first meeting in 

September 2019, it has been a busy year. We have watched the 
Centre extend its already impressive range of successful events into 
new ventures, both in person and latterly online; we have set up a 
distinguished International Advisory Board to help guide the Centre 
and widen its ambitions; and we have welcomed a whole new 
‘strand’ to the Centre in the shape of Dr Judd Birdsall and the CIRIS 
project he leads on religion and geopolitics. 
 
I am particularly glad that such close links have been forged 
between the Centre and Peterhouse. Besides my own involvement, 
the Centre’s Director, Prof. Brendan Simms, is a Peterhouse 
Fellow. The Centre has its offices in Fitzwilliam House, a beautiful 
18th-century Peterhouse building in the heart of Cambridge which 

appropriately was once home to the MPhil in International Relations 
course. Some of those working in the field of geopolitics and 
attending the Centre’s events today may have once been students 
in the same building.

Quite a few of the Centre’s events have been held in the College, 
including the annual Roundtable on European Order, one of the 
Centre’s major events of the year. More recently, I was delighted to 
chair an online event jointly organised by the Centre and Peterhouse 
which brought College Fellows from across academic disciplines to 
explore the medical, geopolitical, philosophical and cultural context 
of the current coronavirus pandemic, an innovative discussion 
which also proved to be a wonderful way to reach out to College 
alumni. The Centre has been able to deepen relationships with other 
Cambridge Colleges, such as King’s and Caius, in similar ways.

And it is admirable to see how the Geopolitics team has risen to 
the challenge of the recent lockdown, turning the crisis to their 
advantage by launching a series of thought-provoking virtual 
events to reach new audiences and participants not just beyond 
Cambridge but across the whole world.

LETTERS 
FROM THE CHAIR OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE & THE HEAD OF DEPARTMENT, POLIS

Professor Jason Sharman, 
Head of Department, 
Politics and International Studies (POLIS) 

I
am delighted to see how much progress 
my two Department of Politics and 
International Studies (POLIS) colleagues, 
Prof. Brendan Simms and Dr Kun-Chin 

Lin, have made with the Centre for Geopolitics. It is the inheritor 
of a long Cambridge tradition of applied history and the study of 
geopolitics and grand strategy. The Centre, which began as a pilot 
project called the Forum on Geopolitics five years ago, is now a 
fully-fledged research centre within the department.. 
 

I am particularly grateful for the fact that the Centre’s very 
successful series of webinars and online ‘conversations’ have 
helped to maintain POLIS’s offering during the lockdown. It was 
good to see these efforts recognised by the University’s Vice-
Chancellor in one of his coronavirus briefings. The Department 
also welcomes the connections the Centre has made with 
government and the resulting Visiting Scholar Programme. 
 
The Centre has very ambitious plans for the future and POLIS 
looks forward to expanding the departmental collaboration further.
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T
his has been a dramatic year for the Centre for 
Geopolitics. We acquired our new name and wonderful 
premises on the top floor of Fitzwilliam House, a splendid 
eighteenth-century building opposite the Fitzwilliam 

Museum. We reaffirmed our commitment to tackle the most 
urgent and enduring issues in global politics with updated 
mission and vision statements and began strategically planning 
for the decade-long development of the Centre. In September 
we constituted a Management Committee comprised of leaders 
from both within and beyond the University, and recently 
launched an International Advisory Board of twenty distinguished 
academics and practitioners. 

The year began with a series of high-profile events featuring such 
leading international figures as Wolfgang Ischinger, Mohamed El-
Erian and Prince Turki Al-Faisal. We marked the death of Michael 
Axworthy, the founding Director of the Westphalia in the Middle 
East Project with a conference attended by his widow, Sally 
Axworthy, H.M. Ambassador to the Holy See and Archbishop 
Paul Gallagher, the Vatican Secretary of State.  

Then the pandemic struck and, like the rest of the world, our 
plans changed. Some events, such as the annual Cook Lecture, 
had to be postponed to next year. Thanks to the sterling efforts 
of the team, especially Dr Thomas Peak and Karri Aston, we 
bounced back with the widely read online ‘Conversations’ 
website (www.centreforgeopolitics.org) and a series of 24 very 
successful webinars. 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR & DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Professor Brendan Simms, 
Director 

In accordance with our mission statement, we have offered 
original interpretations and responses to the changing world 
around us through a programme of seminars and briefings; 
we have sought to educate our audiences through thought-
provoking questions on our Conversations website and 
webinars; we have made connections across governments and 
countries; and we have continued to shape the debate on Brexit, 
rising China, weaponisation of trade, maritime and non-traditional 
sources of security threats, the Middle East and many other 
topics. 

With the addition of a Research Associate, a postdoctoral fellow, 
an affiliated lecturer, and other core staff in the past year, we 
have augmented our expertise to include cybersecurity, religion 
and international affairs, national security policy, principles and 
applications of the Responsibility to Protect and the prevention of 
mass atrocities, multi-tier federalist projects, and regions such as 
the Arctic and Africa.

Dr Kun-Chin Lin, 
Deputy Director
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RESEARCH

T
he Centre for Geopolitics has carried out historical 
research into Germany and European Order; Britain’s 
position in Europe; the origins of humanitarian 
intervention; peace-making in complex societies; 

federalism; maritime security; and rising China. The work on 
Germany has shown the extent to which that country has, 
at different times, been both a largely helpless object and a 
disruptive subject of the European system. This explains the 
attraction of the European integration project to the Germans 
and their neighbours. The work on Britain demonstrates how 
the United Kingdom has been both shaped by and shaped the 
European Order. Our research into the early modern period has 
shown that the roots of humanitarian intervention go back many 
hundreds of years.

Comparative study of the Thirty Years War and the current 
conflict in the Middle East shows that there are parallels and 
lessons which may help to bring about a ‘Westphalia for the 
Middle East’. 

Considering Global Britain’s interest in the Indo-Pacific, we have 
examined historical patterns of Chinese projection of its network 
influence over the maritime domain and other means of Sino-
centric ordering in the region. Our combined research output has 
not only been published in scholarly forms but also disseminated 
through a series of workshops, seminars, webinars, roundtables, 
and a Visiting Scholar programme of UK government analysts. 
Developing the ‘applied history’ approach that has been a 
major intellectual heritage of Cambridge, our research has had 
measurable impact on policy on Europe in the Foreign and 
Cabinet Offices, and on thinking about peace-making in the 
Middle East. Our research has been recognised by major global 
grant givers DAAD (The German Academic Exchange Service) 
and the Korea Foundation.

The following pages contain more details on our dedicated 
research programmes.
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RELIGION & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
In January 2020 the Cambridge Institute on Religion & 
International Studies (CIRIS) joined the Centre for Geopolitics. 
Previously based at Clare College, Cambridge, CIRIS aims to 
provide students, policymakers, and the general public with 
credible and engaging insights that will shape new scholarship, 
sound policy, and constructive debate on the role of faith in global 
affairs. CIRIS is currently home to two main projects:

1. Transatlantic Policy Network on Religion & Diplomacy 
(TPNRD) – CIRIS serves as the Secretariat for this forum of 
senior diplomats from Europe and North America who are 
the designated point persons on religion and international 
affairs within their respective foreign ministries.

2. Protestant Political Thought (PPT) – CIRIS hosts a project 
that has quickly become an internationally important hub 
for cutting-edge reflection on the relationship between the 
Protestant tradition and contemporary political movements. 

CIRIS was founded in 2015 by Judd Birdsall, a former diplomat, 
and Andrew Preston, Professor of American History at Cambridge 
and member of the CfG management board.

During its first six months at the Centre, CIRIS published five new 
policy reports: 

•	 Faith in Numbers: Can We Trust Quantitative Data on 
Religious Affiliation and Religious Freedom?

•	 Evangelicals and Governance in the Global South
•	 The Personal is Political: Pentecostal Approaches to 

Governance and Security
•	 Religion and Coloniality in Diplomacy
•	 TPNRD 2020 Strategic Note on Religion & Diplomacy

All of these papers were circulated among the 18 TPNRD-
participating foreign ministries and multilateral organisations, 
published on the TPNRD’s website Religion & Diplomacy 

(religionanddiplomacy.org.uk), and four will also be published in a 
leading academic journal. In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Religion & Diplomacy published a number of essays and blogs 
exploring religious dimensions and ramifications of the lockdown.

CIRIS has also held several events since integrating its work 
into the Centre. Under the direction of fourth-year PhD student 
Marietta van der Tol, the PPT project hosted a series of reading 
groups and public lectures early in the year and then moved to 
a virtual format for its international workshop and conference 
in April. The papers presented at these events will form several 
upcoming special issues of academic journals. In May, CIRIS 
secured a 3-year £30,000 grant from the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) to continue holding PPT workshops in 
partnership with several European and American universities.

Lead researcher: Judd Birdsall
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A WESTPHALIA FOR THE MIDDLE EAST
The ‘A Westphalia for the Middle East?’ project was founded in 2015 
by Michael Axworthy, Brendan Simms and Patrick Milton in order to 
suggest the adoption of lessons from the Congress of Westphalia 
(1643-1648) for the benefit of peacemaking in the Middle East. The 
main results of the research on the topic and on its series of seven 
major workshops held in Berlin, London, Cambridge and Amman in 
2016-2018, were published in the book Towards a Westphalia for 
the Middle East (London: Hurst, 2018). Since then the project has 
continued to fine-tune the conceptual aspects of the proposed peace 
initiative and engaged with stakeholders and commentators from 
across the Middle Eastern region.

During this period Ali Ansari (Professor in Modern History at St. 
Andrew’s University) was appointed as the new project director, 
following the death of the founding director Michael Axworthy. To 
commemorate Axworthy’s life and work we held a memorial event 
in February 2020 at which numerous Iran scholars that have been 
influenced by his work spoke, as did the former UK foreign secretary 
Jack Straw, who introduced his new book on Iran.

Other events hosted by the Centre for Geopolitics for the Westphalia 
project included three more workshops: two DAAD-funded workshops 
on ‘Lessons in Diplomatic Techniques and Peacemaking Mechanisms 
from the Congress of Westphalia for the Middle East’ and ‘Overcoming 
Hostility towards the Other at Westphalia and in the Middle East’ in 
May and December 2019 respectively; and a two-day conference 
in November 2019 on ‘The Case Study of Jerusalem: Shared 
Spaces, Demarcations, Governance, Legitimacy and Guarantees of a 
Contested Holy City’, at which one of the participants was the Deputy 
Secretary General of the Arab League, Ambassador Hossam Zaki. 

The centre also hosted a series of guest talks by speakers addressing 
themes related to the Westphalia for the Middle East concept. These 
included presentations by Nikolay Kozhanov on ‘The Role of Russia 
in the Middle East’, by Aziz Al-Azmeh, by Adama Dieng (UN Special 
Advisor for the Prevention of Genocide), and by John Raine on Iranian 
hard power between June-November 2019.

Centre personnel also disseminated the ideas behind the project 
at events hosted by other institutions: Patrick Milton was a panel 
discussant at the Harvard University conference ‘Negotiating Peace in 
Global Complexity: Chaos, Conflict, and Cooperation in Central Asia 
and the Middle East’ in September 2019. In October 2019, Dr Milton 
was also an invited lead discussant at Beirut Institute Summit Edition 
III (co-hosted by Raghida Dergham and Prince Turki Al Faisal) in Abu 
Dhabi, UAE.

The project also endeavours to conduct ‘outreach’ work designed 
to publicise its ideas among students and to stimulate debate 
among them. Thus, Patrick Milton gave guest lectures to students 
at Stockholm University and King’s College London in January and 
March 2020, and the Centre invited Prince Turki Al-Faisal to a Q&A 
roundtable session with selected students at Cambridge in March 
2020. During lockdown, the project launched a series of online virtual 
panel discussions on various Middle East related topics, which will 
resume in October 2020.

Lead researchers: Ali Ansari, Patrick Milton, Tom Peak
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MARITIME SECURITY

The Maritime Security project completed two major internationally 
funded projects on applied historical and contemporary political 
economic research of Asian maritime powers in 2019. Following 
our jointly sponsored workshop with the University of California 
at Berkeley on “Securitizing the China Seas,” we had planned a 
concluding conference in May 2020, which has been rescheduled 
for August 2021 due to the pandemic. 

Dr Kun-Chin Lin’s Korea Foundation funded collaborative 
research with Korean, Australian and Chinese scholars has 
produced eight journal articles on regulatory policy, trade 
networks, and multilateral regimes of Asian regional shipping 
and logistics industries. We have developed academic networks 
around research on the strategic concept and policy approach 
of the Indo-Pacific region, generating interest from think tanks 
and governments. Lin contributed a chapter, “Ports, Shipping 
and Grand Strategy in the Indo-Pacific,” in one of the major 
statements on Global Britain’s interest in the Indo-Pacific by the 
Henry Jackson Society -  Infrastructure, Ideas, and Strategy in 
the Indo-Pacific, ed. John Hemmings (March 2019). Lin also 
represented the Centre in reaching out to a wider audience 
interested in maritime security including the Mountbatten Society 
of UK MoD officers.

Lead researcher: Kun-Chin Lin

RISING CHINA

The Rising China project continues to provide cutting-edge 
empirical research on Chinese geopolitical and economic 
challenges, with an eye to support improved definition and 
operationalisation of UK national interest during this uncertain time. 
Academic publications include topics such as Chinese domestic 
energy market and regulatory reform; the economic impact of 
transport network expansion; and Sino-Russian energy and 
pipeline cooperation as evidence of a broader Eurasian project. 

Core themes of this programme have been reflected in the 
Centre’s “Conversations” website and webinars in response to the 
geopolitical implications of the Covid-19 pandemic. In March 2019, 
the Centre convened a roundtable on “Reflections and Future 
Directions for China Programmes in the UK,” gathering major 
heads of China Institutes/Centres in the UK to discuss concerns 
of Chinese influence in the UK academia. The key consensus 
achieved at this meeting has informed increasingly urgent 
discussions of guidelines on academic freedom, safeguarding 
of staff and students, and institutional integrity at several UK 
universities. Lin has represented the Centre in speaking before 
academic, corporate and government audiences on strategic 
issues of the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative, contentious US-
China relations, and the impact of the pandemic on global order 
and multilateral governance.

Lead researcher: Kun-Chin Lin
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EUROPEAN ORDERS
The European Orders project continued its intellectual and 
policy work around Brexit and the crisis of the EU. Our 
second annual Roundtable (co-hosted with the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung) brought together leading figures from 
the world of academia, enterprise and policy-making to 
discuss Britain’s departure from the European Union, the 
widening east-west divide in Europe, and the challenge of 
Russia and a risen China to our continent.

A subsequent ‘minitable’ in Berlin at the end of the year 
brought together British and mainland European experts 
to explore the likely impact of the December 2019 UK 
general election. In the new year, together with the Hans-
Seidel Stiftung, we hosted a workshop on ‘German 
strategy’ attended by analysts, historians, political 
scientists and former generals. We engaged closely with 
government on all these topics, especially the Foreign and 
Cabinet Offices. 

The Director, Professor Brendan Simms, represented the 
Centre at major international events such as the Munich 
Security Conference. He continued his deep historical 
study of the European order with the publication of 
his widely discussed book Hitler: Only the World Was 
Enough (Penguin, 2019).
 
These activities have been flanked by a programme 
of events which have engaged not only the scholarly 
community in Cambridge but also the wider public. 
Professor Stella Ghervas, of the University of Newcastle, 
gave a lecture on how peace has been ‘conquered’ 
across European history; Dr Christian Turner, who had 
just stood down as the Prime Minister’s International 
Affairs Adviser and Deputy National Security Adviser, 
spoke on Britain’s post-Brexit place in the world; and 
Dr Wolfgang Ischinger, the Chairman of the Munich 
Security Conference, lectured on Brexit from a continental 
European perspective.

Lead researcher: Brendan Simms

DISINTEGRATION STUDIES
The Centre for Geopolitics’ newest project is Disintegration Studies, to 
be launched in 2021. The project will examine the apparent decline of the 
Western order which has prevailed since the end of the Cold War, manifest 
in the rollback of Western influence around the world by emerging powers 
such as China, Turkey and Russia; the weakening of the Transatlantic 
alliance; the deepening fragmentation of Western organisations such as 
NATO and the EU; the growing fragility of multiethnic states like Spain, 
the UK, Ukraine and parts of the Balkans; and the deepening ideological 
schism within most Western countries between nationalists and globalists. If 
these trends continue on their current trajectory, not only will the framework 
which currently upholds international trade, security and a Western-based 
value system break down, but the West may itself be heading for significant 
change and potentially, political unrest.

Yet, despite the sweeping implications, the causes of the apparent 
breakdown in the Western order remain unclear. Do they lie externally, in 
processes of globalisation and the rise of new powers? Or is the West’s 
malaise a product of internal factors such as a failure of political institutions, 
deepening social and economic cleavages or a collapse in self-belief. In this 
context, the Centre will launch an extended research project Disintegration 
Studies which aims to understand the reasons for this seeming decline 
of the West, how the West and other civilisations have managed – and 
sometimes reversed - previous crises of decline and how this process 
may develop. The project will complement the Centre’s work on European 
Orders and Rising Powers.

The new project will be led by Timothy Less who will build on his doctoral 
research into the breakdown of political order in the Balkans, and his wider 
work on the future of the European Union, to develop an understanding 
of the forces of disintegration at work in the West, using the tools of 
geopolitics. In the following year, this will involve development of the core 
research strand, preliminary publications, the launch of a reading group, 
design of an academic module and events such as presentations, lectures, 
debates and panel discussions which look at elements of the overall theme 
of disintegration. This will lay the foundation for the project’s long-term 
goal of promoting an understanding of the forces of disintegration in the 
West that helps politicians and practitioners better manage the seemingly 
inevitable challenges that lie ahead.

Lead researcher: Timothy Less
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

T
he year began with our flagship European Orders 
Roundtable in September, which brought thirty politicians, 
academics and policy makers, including Michael Gove, to 
Peterhouse to discuss Brexit, rising China and the state 

of the European Union.  In December 2019, just after the general 
election, we held a ‘minitable’ on Brexit in Berlin. 

The Centre also hosted lectures by eminent public figures including 
Wolfgang Ischinger, Mohamed El- Erian and 
Adama Dieng.  

Our online events covered a broad and dynamic range of topics, 
enabling us to reach a significantly wider, global audience, to build 
truly international and diverse panels of speakers, and to forge new 
partnerships with academic institutions, multilateral organisations 
and NGOs. These included: 

• “Leadership or survival: what should the UK prioritise in 
foreign, and national security policy after Covid-19?”; Bridget 
Kendall chaired a discussion with Sir John Sawers, Suzanne 
Raine and Rory Stewart which raised important questions 
about Britain’s place in the world after Brexit and Covid-19.

• A series of events on the impact of the coronavirus on Asia 
and the new role of China, including one in partnership with 
the Cambridge Union, and a very timely discussion chaired 
by Dr Shruti Kapila on the implications of the border clashes 
between India and China.  

• A two-part discussion on the future of international aid, 
featuring David Miliband of International Rescue Committee, 
James Cowan of the Halo Trust, Sara Pantuliano of the 
Overseas Development Initiative and Narmeen Hamid of 
AmplifyChange, on the day that the government announced 
the merger of the Department for International Development 
and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  This enabled key 
stakeholders to give their first reaction and to be questioned 
by our audience; it was followed the next day by a second 
discussion on the role of NGOs in atrocity prevention.  

• Webinars on the effects of the virus and Brexit on Europe, 
security and democracy. 

• A lively debate on the future of American democracy and 
the impact of unrest in the US on global geopolitics.  This 
deepened our relationship with Cambridge in America and 
flagged serious tensions in the US which have since only 
increased.

• A webinar on ‘Beyond coronavirus’ held jointly with King’s 
College and the Centre of Governance and Human Rights.

• Series of webinars on Responsibility to Protect and mass 
atrocity prevention.

Videos of all our online events remain online and available to view 
at cfg.polis.cam.ac.uk/videos.

Our Research Assistants, especially Arjun Sharath and Philipp 
Hirsch, did sterling work in the ‘back office’ to make these events 
technically possible.
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IMPACT 

T
his year we enjoyed greatly increased interest in our work 
from the UK government, with seminars or consultations 
with the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (especially the 
Future of Europe Directorate), the Cabinet Office, the 

Ministry of Defence and the No 10 Policy Unit. We know that the 
Conversations website (www.centreforgeopolitics.org) is being 
read by academics as well as government officials. 

This year also marked the start of our Visiting Scholar Programme 
with the UK Government assessment community which proved 
a great success. In the first two terms, six visitors joined us to 
research topics from the impact of transnational illicit finance 
on the UK’s national security to Chinese nuclear deterrence 
messaging.  The analysts and topics were chosen because 
they impact directly on policy making; feedback from the visiting 
scholars and their departments has been very positive and our 
intention is for a small expansion of this programme to a wider 
number of departments.  This was paused during the summer 
term owing to the pandemic but will resume in October 2020.

In an August article in The Times, the Prime Minister named 
Brendan Simms’ book Britain’s Europe as his summer reading.  
The Foreign Secretary quoted directly from one of our webinars 
in response to an urgent question in Parliament on the merger 
of the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and DfID; we know that 
people from across government have tuned in to watch.  The 
Centre is also being noticed more widely, particularly in Germany; 
one member of the German Bundestag told us he was ‘closely 
following’ our work. 

Tom Peak’s series of webinars on Genocide & Mass Atrocity 
Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect, which has brought 
together a very diverse and truly global range of panellists, has 
become a recognisable ‘brand’ in the field.  Events in this series 
were co-hosted with Blavatnik School of Government at Oxford 
University and the Asia-Pacific Centre for Responsibility to 
Protect.  As well as leading scholars, the series benefited from the 
participation of eminent policy makers including Roméo Dallaire, 
Liberata Mulamula, Stephen Rapp, and Joyce Leader.

Suzanne Raine, 
Affiliated Lecturer
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
The Director wrote a widely-discussed piece about 
Brexit and the Irish Question in the New Statesman. 
He was also interviewed about his Hitler biography 
by Christiane Amanpour on CNN. 

Our work has also been discussed in the Financial 
Times and The Guardian.  Gideon Rachman, FT’s 
Chief Foreign Affairs Columnist, commented on “the 
excellent series of seminars being run by the Centre 
for Geopolitics. The Sweden seminar led directly 
to a column of mine - which was among the best-
read things I’ve written this year”.  Patrick Wintour, 
Diplomatic Editor of the Guardian, quoted widely 
from one of our webinars in a piece on the UK-US 
special relationship.

Suzanne Raine’s two articles for the New 
Statesmen, ‘What is wrong with evidence-based 
policy making?’ and ‘The Covid-19 pandemic is 
teaching us the cost of privacy’, have been timely 
and thought provoking.  Timothy Less has written 
in the Balkan Insight on how ‘Bosnia’s ‘Second 
Collapse’ is Starting to Look Inevitable’, and Judd 
Birdsall was cited in the Christianity Today article 
‘Will International Religious Freedom Survive the 
Trump Administration?’

STUDENT BURSARIES
Thanks to the generosity of the Cambridge Security Initiative, the Centre 
awards one PhD Bursary per annum. This year, it is being held by Flamur 
Krasniqi who is researching US policy towards the Balkans during 
the Clinton and George W. Bush presidencies.  The scholarship has 
greatly contributed to the advancement of Flamur’s doctoral research in 
numerous ways, most notably in his ability to undertake further fieldwork 
in Washington DC, New York, Texas, Arkansas and Kosovo where he 
was not only able to visit archival centres such as the Clinton and Bush 
Presidential Libraries, but also conduct interviews with numerous former 
American political and military decision-makers.
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TEACHING & STUDENT 
GROUPS
This year as in the past three years, we held a strategic 
simulation for the MPhil in International Relations class 
on ‘European Geopolitics’, which involved significant 
input from senior figures in government and experts from 
the legal profession and from within the University.  The 
strategic simulation is designed to demonstrate for the 
students the complexity of geopolitical decision-making, 
often in a high-pressure environment.  Owing to the 
quality and experience of our role-players we are able 
to simulate accurately how the UK government national 
security machinery works, including a COBRA or NSC 
meeting.  This year’s simulation, on a crisis in the High 
North, drew out the challenges of resolving disputes in a 
contested geography, particularly post-Brexit.

We also hosted a graduate discussion group aimed 
at workshopping the effects and response to the 
Covid-19 crisis.  The discussion group provided a 
forum for graduate students, deprived of their usual 
outlets in the Cambridge community due to the crisis, 
to continue to engage with each other about ongoing 
world events.  The group met for a total of eight sessions, 
and examined ideas including the impact of federal 
structures in responding to the crisis, the significance of 
emerging social and technological developments, and the 
consequences to global political order.  The results of one 
workshop has been transformed into a seminar for the 
Cabinet Office.  

We have also co-sponsored events with student societies 
including the Cambridge Union and the Middle East and 
North Africa Forum (MENAF) at Cambridge and hosted 
the President of the Wilberforce Society at a private 
dinner.

GOVERNANCE 

This year our new Management Committee met for the first 
time. Comprised of leaders from within the University as well as 
external experts, it is chaired by Bridget Kendall, the Master of 
Peterhouse. It meets on a termly basis and exercises an advisory 
role. We also hope to draw on the expertise and experience of our 
newly-constituted International Advisory Board to help expand our 
research agenda and policy impact activities. We are hoping to 
bring the IAB together for the first time in a virtual meeting 
this autumn.

Management Committee

•	 Sir Richard Billing Dearlove, former Master of Pembroke 
College

•	 Professor Christopher Hill, Emeritus Professor of 
International Relations, University of Cambridge

•	 Bridget Kendall, Master of Peterhouse
•	 Professor John Naughton, Senior Research Fellow 

at Centre for Research in the Arts Social Sciences and 
Humanities (CRASSH), University of Cambridge

•	 Rear Admiral Dr Chris Parry, Managing Director, Merl 
House Strategic Forecasting

•	 Professor Andrew Preston, Professor of American History, 
University of Cambridge

•	 Dr Pippa Rogerson, Master of Gonville & Caius College, 
Reader in Private International Law, University of Cambridge

•	 John Shakeshaft, External member of the Council (Deputy 
Chair), University of Cambridge

•	 Professor Jason Sharman, Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor 
of International Relations, Head of the Department of Politics 
and International Studies (POLIS), University of Cambridge

•	 Professor Marc Weller, Professor of International Law and 
International Constitutional Studies, University of Cambridge

•	 Dr Ayşe Zarakol, Reader in International Relations, 
University of Cambridge
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INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD
•	 Professor John Bew, Professor in History and Foreign Policy, 

Centre for Grand Strategy, King’s College London
•	 Sir Andrew Cook CBE, Owner and Chairman of William Cook 

Holdings Limited; President, British-Swiss Chamber 
of Commerce

•	 Professor Barry Eichengreen, George C. Pardee and Helen 
N. Pardee Professor of Economics and Political Science at the 
University of California, Berkeley

•	 Ambassador Rolf Einar Fife, Ambassador, Mission of 
Norway to the EU; Ambassador to France (2014–19)

•	 Joschka Fischer, Foreign Minister and Vice Chancellor of 
Germany (1998–2005)

•	 Tina Fordham, Partner and Head of Global Political Strategy, 
Avonhurst; Appointee, United Nations High-Level Panel on 
Women’s Economic Empowerment (2016–18)

•	 Baroness Arminka Helic, House of Lords; Member of the 
International Relations and Defence Committee; Senior Special 
Adviser to the Foreign Secretary (2010–2014)

•	 Dr John Lehman, Chairman, J.F. Lehman and Company; US 
Secretary of the Navy (1981–1987)

•	 Professor Margaret MacMillan, Professor of History, 
University of Toronto; Emeritus Professor of International History, 
University of Oxford

•	 Rt. Hon. Lord Mark Malloch-Brown KCMG, Co-Chair of 
the UN Foundation and the International Crisis Group; United 
Nations Deputy Secretary-General (2006)

•	 Professor Evan Medeiros, Penner Family Chair in Asia 
Studies, School of Foreign Service and the Cling Family 
Distinguished Fellow in U.S.-China Studies, Georgetown 
University; Special Assistant to President Obama and Senior 
Director for Asian Affairs on the White House’s National Security 
Council (2013–15)

•	 Wess Mitchell, Co-Chair, NATO Forward Looking Reflection 
Process; Vice Chairman, Center for European Policy Analysis; 
Senior Advisor, Office of Strategic Stability and Security, United 
States Institute of Peace; Non-Resident Fellow in the Applied 
History Project at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School 
of Government; U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for European 
and Eurasian Affairs (2017–19)

•	 Professor Amrita Narlikar, President, German Institute 
for Global and Area Studies (GIGA); Professor, Universität 
Hamburg; Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Observer 
Research Foundation

•	 Professor Harsh V Pant, Professor of International Relations, 
King’s College London; Director of Research and Head of the 
Strategic Studies Programme, Observer Research Foundation

•	 Professor Roland Paris, Professor of International Affairs, 
University of Ottawa, Canada; Associate Fellow, Chatham 
House; Senior Advisor on Global Affairs and Defence to the 
Prime Minister of Canada (2015–16)

•	 General Sir Richard Shirreff, Founding Partner, Strategia 
Worldwide; Deputy Supreme Allied Commander Europe 
(2011–2014)

•	 Dr Javier Solana, President, Centre for Global Economy and 
Geopolitics, ESADE Business School; Former European Union 
High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security 
Policy and Former Secretary General of NATO

•	 Professor Akio Takahara, Senior Fellow, Tokyo Foundation 
for Policy Research; Professor, Faculty of Law and the Graduate 
School of Public Policy, The University of Tokyo; and Senior 
Adjunct Fellow, Japan Institute of International Affairs

•	 Professor Adam Tooze, Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis 
Professor of History and Director of the European Institute, 
Columbia University

•	 Professor Jennifer Welsh, Canada 150 Research Chair 
in Global Governance and Security; Director of the Centre for 
International Peace and Security Studies (CIPSS), 
McGill University
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THE YEAR AHEAD 
We have an exciting year planned. We look forward to 
more collaborative working, and there are joint events 
planned with Cambridge in America, the Colleges and 
other Universities. In October, the Centre will host one of 
its renowned ‘Nightmare’ lectures, which asks what might 
happen if the 2020 US presidential election is ‘stolen’. 

We will be hosting more student reading groups, covering 
our Westphalia for the Middle East, European Orders, and 
Religion & International Studies research programmes.  
The interdisciplinary graduate student discussion group 
launched during lockdown will continue, with a new focus. 

 Other anticipated highlights include a conference 
generously supported by the Anglo-Omani Society on 
the role of Oman in the geopolitics of the Middle East, 
a series of discussions on the history and future of UK 
interests in the Baltic, and a very promising Applied History 
Conference to be hosted in Cambridge with the generous 
support of the Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson 
Foundation for Public Benefit. 

CIRIS will continue arranging and facilitating biannual 
conferences for TPNRD-participating diplomats. The next 
conference will be hosted by the German Foreign Office in 
Berlin in late 2020. 

Also, in August 2021, the Centre will host the 
concluding conference of our multi-year collaboration 
with the University of California at Berkeley - “Maritime 
Asia: Securitization of the China Seas” – based on a 
constructive dialogue between historians and international 
relations specialists.  We also plan an official launch for the 
Centre in autumn 2021.

We hope that you look forward to these and many more 
events and programmes.

PEOPLE
Professor Brendan Simms, 
Director

Dr Kun-Chin Lin, 
Deputy Director

Suzanne Raine, 
Affiliated Lecturer

Dr Thomas Peak, 
Research Associate

Professor Ali Ansari, 
Director: Westphalia for the Middle East

Dr Patrick Milton, 
Westphalia for the Middle East Research Fellow

Dr Judd Birdsall, 
Director: Religion & International Studies

Timothy Less, 
Lead Researcher, Disintegration Studies

Karri Aston, 
Centre Coordinator

Isabella Warren, 
Deputy Administrator 

Philipp Hirsch, 
Ax:son Johnson Research Assistant in Applied History

Flamur Krasniqi, 
Ax:son Johnson Research Assistant in Applied History

Arjun Sharath, 
Ax:son Johnson Research Assistant in Applied History
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BENEFACTORS AND SUPPORTERS 
The Centre is entirely dependent on benefactors to fund its activities and running costs. We 
are grateful to a number of private donors whose generosity have allowed the Centre to grow 
exponentially over the past 12 months.  

In addition, we thank the following foundations for their generous support: 
 

The Anglo-Omani Society 

Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for Public Benefit 

The British Institute of Persian Studies 

The Cambridge Security Initiative  

Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation 

DAAD  

the Korea Foundation

The Centre has also benefited from in-kind support from Peterhouse, BMW Foundation, 
and our partner in the European Order Roundtable, the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung.
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