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INTRODUCTION
OUR MISSION
Providing historically-grounded approaches to enduring geopolitical problems.
We confront the major problems of world order, past, present, and future. By applying
historical analysis, political science, and the experience of practitioners to the world’s most
pressing geopolitical challenges, we offer a deeper understanding of where these challenges
have come from, how they may develop and how they might be resolved.

WE DO THIS BY:
Understanding – we conduct rigorous scholarly research into historical and contemporary
geopolitical challenges and grand strategy.
Educating – we use this knowledge to teach and inform current and future global decision
makers and the wider public.
Connecting – we bring together the worlds of academia, government, civil society, politics,
and business.
Shaping – we re-frame current geopolitical problems in order to generate creative solutions.
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS

Professor Brendan Simms
Director of the Centre for Geopolitics

T

Professor William Hurst
Deputy Director of the Centre for Geopolitics

he past year has been one of growth and change for the Centre. When it began, we were – like the rest of the country
– still in lockdown, continuing to provide a rich online offering on past and present geopolitics; as the year ends, we are
already able to look back on a number of highly successful in-person meetings. With more than 30 events, 18 podcasts, a
strong and impactful publication record as well as an active outreach strategy, reflected in both the Centre’s evolution and
expansion, we made tremendous progress in 2021.

We are delighted to say that 2021 witnessed a breakthrough in our fund-raising. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, we were able
to increase our research output and have been enabled to do so even more from next year. Here I would like to mention particularly the
Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for Public Benefit. Their support for the Engelsberg Applied History Programme has
allowed us to collaborate with other experts on historically-grounded research, and their new grant to us as a member of the newly
founded Ax:son Johnson Institute for Diplomacy and Statetcraft (AJI), is a real game-changer for the Centre for Geopolitics moving
forward. We also secured a number of other donations which enabled us to sustain and expand our research capacity.
This year saw a changing of the guard: we bade farewell to our Deputy Director Dr Kun-Chin (KC) Lin who did sterling work in
developing the Centre’s work on the Indo-Pacific. We were very fortunate to have been able to win Professor William (Bill) Hurst,
Chong Hua Professor of Chinese Development, as our new Deputy Director. Thanks to a generous grant from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Taiwan, he will be able to take forward our work on the Indo-Pacific through a series of panels, lectures, and roundtables.
An era also ended with the departure of our Centre Coordinator, the legendary Karri Aston, who substantially transformed the
organisation and culture of the Centre. Drs Patrick Milton and Thomas Peak, both mainstays of the Westphalia for the Middle
East project, left us as their Fellowships came to an end. We thank them profoundly for their service. Simultaneously, Dr Donatas
Kupčiūnas arrived as the Baltic Research Fellow as part of the expansion of our activities in the highly successful Geopolitics of the
Baltic Sea Region programme and he has already made a significant contribution to our work. The contribution of all of our Centre’s
research assistants and associates has also been invaluable.
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RESEARCH AND ACTIVITIES
We focus on understanding questions of state formation,
disintegration, interaction, and competition, globally and across
key regions of the world. We approach these questions from
perspectives deeply grounded in history and place-specific
expertise across four main types of ‘orders’.
•

Global Orders - Analysis of issues and questions of truly
universal scale and scope

•

European Orders - Analysis of issues and questions rooted
in Europe

•

Indo-Pacific Orders - Analysis of issues and questions rooted
in South, Southeast, or East Asia, as well as Oceania

•

Middle Eastern and Eurasian Orders - Analysis of issues and
questions rooted in the Middle East, North Africa, Central
Asia, or the former USSR

His Excellency Joao Vale de Almeida meets with undergraduate and
graduate students from the University of Cambridge.
of European Order. In December, we hosted our inaugural IndoPacific Roundtable, which examined pertinent political, economic,
and security issues in the region.

The Centre’s events programme across all Orders is the
cornerstone of our mission to offer a deeper understanding of
geopolitical challenges, through educating, connecting, and
shaping discussions and solutions. In 2021 we hosted many
highprofile speakers. For example, the EU Ambassdor to the
UK, his Excellency Joao Vale de Almeida delivered a lecture on
‘Whither the UK after Brexit’; former US National Security Advisor
General H.R. McMaster was in conversation with Brendan Simms;
and the prominent writer and broadcaster Jonathan Dimbleby,
presented his new book in ‘Operation Barbarossa. Then and Now’.

Next year, we plan to build upon the momentum of both our
online and in-person offerings. Hybrid events will bring together
the benefits of in-person discussion and connection, with the
added reach of an online audience, globally distributed.
Videos of all our online events remain online and available to view
on our YouTube channel:
www.youtube.com/c/CentreforGeopolitics

The ‘Power of Geography: Ten maps that reveal the future of our
world’ with Tim Marshall, proved to be our most popular event
video on our YouTube channel with over 7000 views by the end
of 2021. The Centre also organised three very informative closed
‘Roundtables’ with high-level participation. The first, in the spring,
brought together academics and practitioners online to discuss
the geopolitics of the Baltic Sea Region. The second, which took
place in the autumn, and was in person, addressed questions

Subscribe to our email list for invites to in person and online
events as well as receive news: bit.ly/3DXGUlN
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GLOBAL ORDERS

‘Conflict related sexual violence and the R2P’ online discussion panel, with Professor Christine Chinkin, Dr Kate Cronin-Furman,
Professor Elisabeth Jean Wood and Dr Thomas Peak.
Mass Atrocity Prevention and Responsibility to Protect

•

Beginning in April 2020, Centre Research Associate, Thomas
Peak, hosted a series of panel events covering various aspects
of Mass Atrocity Prevention and Responsibility to Protect (R2P).
Exploring critical topics for the future of the Global Order, including
examination of the existing legal limits to the Security Council Veto
during mass atrocities and the tools provided by R2P for reducing
conflict related sexual violence, the series engaged a global
audience of students, academics, and policy makers.

•

This work culminated in a September 2021 Symposium on
‘Intervention & Responsibility to Protect’ co-convened by the
Centre for Geopolitics along with the journal Global Responsibility
to Protect and King’s College London.

The two Keynote Conversations featuring Professor Jennifer
Welsh (Canada 150 Research Chair in Global Governance
and Security and Director of the Centre for International
Peace and Security Studies at McGill University), Karen Smith
(Special Adviser of the United Nations Secretary-General on
the Responsibility to Protect), Jonathan Powell (Downing Street
Chief of Staff from 1997 to 2007), and Sir Lawrence Freedman
(Emeritus Professor of War Studies at King’s College London)
were especially insightful.

•
•

Over the course of the two-day online event, scholars based on
five continents presented cutting-edge research on this perennial
problem of world politics, and examined:
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The past, present, and future(s) of intervention for
humanitarian purpose
How the last two decades have demonstrated the difficulty of
military intervention and the cost in resources and lives lost of
often unsuccessful missions
Forcible and non-forcible intervention in a broad historical
perspective
How a demand for action can be matched by political will in a
time of fracturing multilateralism and a complicated legacy of
earlier missions

In 2022, Global Responsibility to Protect will publish a Special
Issue featuring a selection of papers presented at the conference
and a special roundtable discussion on the future of international
intervention.

The last year of the PPT project was focused on global
perspectives on political theology. We held two online public
webinars jointly with the Blavatnik in lieu of our annual conference,
bringing together panels of experts from different areas to
discuss some of the most pertinent issues of our time: ‘Racism,
Islamophobia, Antisemitism: Othering and the Weakness of
Christian Identity’ and ‘Seeking the Common Good: The Role
of Churches in a Post-Secular and Post-Christendom Context’.
These webinars were very well attended, with over 200 attendees
at each, and have had several hundred views on YouTube since
being posted.

The Protestant Political Thought Project
The Protestant Political
Thought project
(PPT) is a German
Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD)funded collaboration
between the Centre
of Geopolitics and the Blavatnik School of Government at
the University of Oxford which explores the historical and
contemporary intersections of Protestant theology and politics,
with particular focus on the recent rise of Christian nationalism
and populism and its ideological heritage.

Risk Management and National Security
Our Affiliated Lecturer Suzanne Raine has written and spoken
widely about risk management and national security, including
for the Cabinet Office, Royal United Services Institute and King’s
College London. She gave evidence to and was quoted by two
UK parliamentary committees: the Joint Committee on National
Security Strategy and the House of Lords Select Committee on
Risk Assessment and Risk Planning. Her writing and speaking on
terrorism and risk became especially relevant as the US withdrew
from Afghanistan; we also produced a number of podcasts which
interviewed experts on terrorism and extremism including the UK’s
Lead Commissioner for Countering Extremism.

The project is headed by Marietta van der Tol (University of
Oxford) and Sophia Johnson (University of Cambridge). It brings
together a broad, diverse network of historians, theologians,
political scientists, anthropologists, and lawyers who come at
the topic of religion and politics from different angles. The regular
activities of the project include academic reading groups, one for
undergraduates and one for postgraduates and faculty, an annual
conference in the spring, and small-group workshops hosted
biannually. From these activities, the PPT aims to provide not just
historical accounts and analysis of current events, but solutions to
the harmful effects of religious-political radicalisation, especially as
they arise within historically Protestant countries.
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EUROPEAN ORDERS
The Baltic Geopolitics Programme

the Western Baltic’, ‘The Baltic after BREXIT’, ‘Britain and
the Cold War Baltic’, ‘Nordstream 2 and the future of Baltic
energy security’, ‘Russia, NATO and the Baltic: towards
neighbourliness?’, ‘The cultural politics and geopolitics of the
borderlands, the case of Czeslaw Milosz’, ‘Belarus, the Baltic
and migration’, ‘Germany and the Baltic States: from the Middle
Ages to the present‘, a lecture delivered by Professor Michael
Epkenhans, and ‘Climate change and the geopolitics of nuclear
power in the Baltic’ timed just before the start of COP26 – the UN
Climate Change Conference, in November.

The Baltic Geopolitics Programme is led by Professor Brendan
Simms and the Rt Hon Charles Clarke, former UK Home
Secretary. It was launched on 20 January 2021 with a keynote
address from HE Kersti Kaljulaid, the President of Estonia,
followed by an event on 26 January to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between Estonia and the UK.
The event marked the beginning of an extensive programme
which covered: ‘The Baltic States 1939-40’, ‘Britain and

Lech Walesa, the former Solidarity leader, former President of Poland, and Nobel Peace Prize winner with the Director of the Centre for Geopolitics, Brendan
Simms, at the Gdansk conference. Mr Walesa is holding a copy of the Polish edition of Brendan Simms’s ‘Europe: The struggle for supremacy, 1453 to the
present’ (Penguin Press, 2013).
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Suzanne Raine and Rt Hon Charles Clarke, at the Warsaw Security Forum.
In December, the series finished with ‘Power Play: challenges to
NATO in the wider Baltic Sea region’, which was partly informed
by a report from a simulation exercise held with students earlier in
the day.

The programme has already made great strides in the past
year to achieve its aims. We recruited our first Baltic Geopolitics
Research Fellow, Dr Donatas Kupčiūnas and he has assisted
Professor Brendan Simms and Centre Research Assistant Hugo
Bromley to deliver a course on ‘Britain and the geopolitics of the
Baltic (c.1600th to the present)’ to an international group of MPhil
students. Simms and Bromley are also compiling a sourcebook
on Britain’s role in the Baltic from around 1500 to the present
day which will provide an important academic foundation for
future work.

The Baltic Geopolitics Programme has the ambition of
establishing a strong academic presence at the University of
Cambridge, beginning with a 3–5-year research and teaching
fellowship from 2022, followed by the endowment of a
lectureship, a Chair capable of supporting PhD candidates and
an MPhil course on the geopolitics of the Baltic Sea region. We
intend to continue and develop a range of online and in-person
events, podcasts, roundtables, and summer schools, all on Baltic
geopolitical themes and some in collaboration with our university
partners around the region.

A contingent from the Baltic team, participated with the University
of Gdansk in a successful two-day conference on the Baltic
borderlands, which took place on 8th-9th October in Gdansk.
Other universities in our academic network have proposed
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developing a range of partnership arrangements, including
summer schools, internships, and exchanges at various academic
levels. As well as participating in the Gdansk conference, Suzanne
Raine and Charles Clarke were speakers representing academia
and civil society at the Warsaw Security Forum on 5th and 6th
October. The Forum is an annual event devoted to transatlantic
cooperation and focusing on elaborating shared responses to
common security challenges.

The seminar was able to organise a further ten meetings between
September and December 2021 with Sir David Lidington, former
Conservative shadow Northern Ireland secretary on ‘UK-Irish
relations’; the importance of ‘Picking up the pieces after Brexit’
with Claire Hanna MP (SDLP); the ‘Unfinished elements of the
Good Friday Agreement’ with the outgoing chair of the British Irish
Association and former Irish rugby international Hugo MacNeill;
former Fianna Fáil Taoiseach Bertie Ahern on ‘Ireland’s past,
present and future’; the importance of ‘Uniting people from the
grassroots’, with Eileen Weir (Shankhill Women’s Centre); former
Fine Gael Taoiseach John Bruton on the ‘future of the island of
Ireland’; former Anglican Primate of all-Ireland and Archbishop of
Armagh Lord Robin Eames on the ‘future of the island of Ireland’;
Matt Carthy TD (Sinn Féin) on ‘The prospects for a united Ireland’;
Ivana Bacik TD (Labour Party) on ‘Developing a human rights
culture in Ireland’; finishing in December with Doug Beattie MLA
and leader of the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) on ‘The future of
Northern Ireland.’

The Cambridge seminar on the future of the island of Ireland

More than twenty years after the signing of the 1998 Good
Friday Agreement and a century following the partition of Ireland,
the Cambridge seminar on the future of the island of Ireland,
convened in partnership with Sidney Sussex College by Dr Barry
Colfer and Professor Eugenio Biagini, invites leading figures from
the world of politics, culture, academia, and civil society to reflect
on the future of the island of Ireland.

Discussants included academics from across a range of
disciplines from Cambridge and beyond, including: Prof Nicholas
Allen (University of Georgia), Prof Richard Bourke (University
of Cambridge), Dr Niamh Gallagher (University of Cambridge),
Prof Mary Murphy (University College Cork), Prof Kalypso
Nicolaïdes (European University Institute, Florence), Dr Peter
Sloman (University of Cambridge), Prof Julie Smith (University of
Cambridge), Prof Bronwen Walter (Anglia Ruskin University) and
Dr Lisa Claire Whitten (Queens University Belfast).

This happens as the implications of the UK’s withdrawal from
the EU continue to play out and to reorder relations between the
peoples and governments of these islands and as the peoples
across the island of Ireland mark the centenary of many of the
seminal events which contributed to the establishment of the
current constitutional arrangements on the island of Ireland.

The meetings were held online and open to the public and were
well-received, having attracted over 1000 attendees cumulatively
in its first year and having garnered media coverage in the
likes of the Irish Times, the Irish Examiner and RTÉ (the Irish
National broadcaster).

The seminar held its first meeting in March 2021, when Jim
O’Callaghan TD (Fianna Fáil) reflected on ‘The political, economic
and legal consequences of Irish reunification’. This was followed
on by Neal Richmond TD (Fine Gael)’s contribution on ‘A new
Ireland’; an intervention by Lucinda Creighton, former Fine Gael
Europe Minister, on ‘The European context of the island of
Ireland’; Naomi Long MLA and Alliance Party leader on the ‘future
of Northern Ireland’ and Ian Marshall, the only Ulster unionist
elected to Seanad Éireann in modern times and former Ulster
Farmers’ Association President, on the topic of the importance of
‘Building bridges and uniting people’.

Recordings of meetings and papers form speakers (where
available) are posted on the Centre for Geopolitics’ website –
www.cfg.polis.cam.ac.uk/island-ireland
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INDO-PACIFIC ORDERS
This year brought a passing of the baton in our work on Rising
China and Maritime Security with KC Lin’s departure and
Bill Hurst’s arrival, but our research, outreach, and events
continued apace.
The diverse programme commenced in February, when the Centre
partnered with the Cambridge Union to debate ‘This house believes
China is more a threat than an opportunity’. Tom Tugendhat MP,
Dr Kun-Chin Lin, Tobias Ellwood MP, Richard Graham MP, Harriet
Moynihan, and Professor Rana Mitter argued for and against
the motion.
In April, Hugo Bromley spoke with James Crabtree, the incoming
executive director of the International Institute for Strategic Studies
Asia, about the role of financial services in supporting the ‘tilt to
the Indo-Pacific’ outlined in the UK’s recent Integrated Review.
The theme was further explored in the graduate discussion group
‘British and European Security in an Indo-Pacific century’, which
ran throughout the Easter term. Input was provided by British &
European experts on the topic including Will Strickland, Dr Niklas
Nováky and Alice Billon-Galland from Chatham House.
The panel discussion ‘Biden, US Foreign Policy, and China-Africa
Relations’, explored the significance of the new administration’s
African foreign policy agenda, and the effects President
Biden’s agenda will have on existing and expanding Chinese
influence across many parts of Africa. The panel consisted of
African affairs experts: Dr Shirley Ze Yu (LSE/Harvard), Dr Lina
Benabdallah (Wake Forest University), Dr Barney Walsh (KCL) and
Chris Wadibia (Centre for Geopolitics), who chaired the discussion.

Professor William Hurst, Rt Hon Kwasi Kwarteng MP and Jemima Baar.
examined the how, the why, and the so what, internally and
internationally, of this major development. The main findings of the
cross-disciplinary discussions were presented in the Public Forum:
‘China’s Maritime Power – Connecting the past to the future.’

In August, the Centre convened ‘Maritime Asia: The Securitization
of the China Seas in the 19th-21st Centuries’, organised in
partnership with UC Berkeley’s Institute of East Studies. The
four-day online conference brought together 23 leading scholars
calling in from around the globe, to explore how China’s evolving
understanding of itself as a maritime power had shaped its
interactions with transnational agents such as merchants and
migrants. As the People’s Republic of China emerges to become
a major Asian maritime power in the 21st century, the conference

Our first China Town Hall, organised with the Nation Committee on
US-China Relations on 20 October offered a conversation about
China, its relationship with the United States and implications for
the UK. Discussion featured William Hurst, Deputy Director of
the Centre, followed by a speech by the internationally renowned
analyst and writer Fareed Zakaria.
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‘Public Forum: China’s maritime power – connecting the past to the present.’ With Professor Wen-hsin Yeh (UC Berkeley) Dr Kun-Chin Lin (University
of Cambridge), Professor Pär Cassel (University of Michigan), Professor Yuichi Hosoya (Keio University), Professor Melissa Macauley (Northwestern
University) and Professor Chi-Ting Tsai (National Taiwan University).
In our only major event of the year focused entirely on Southeast
Asia, Professor Meredith Weiss (Professor and immediate pastHead of Department of Political Science at the State University of
New York at Albany) presented research from her new book¸ ‘The
Roots of Resilience, on machine politics and the persistence of
dominant parties in Malaysia and Singapore’.

China in the Asia-Pacific Programme at Chatham House), Yuka
Koshino (Research Fellow for Japanese Security and Defence
Policy at the International Institute for Strategic Studies), and our
own Bill Hurst. Its other panel on ‘The Indo-Pacific Security Order’,
which examined the strategic and security challenges faced by the
region from within and without, featured Aaditya Dave (Research
Analyst on South Asia in the International Security Studies
department at the Royal United Services Institute), Professor Todd
Hall (Professor of International Relations at the University of Oxford),
Bill Hayton (Associate Fellow with the Asia-Pacific Programme at
Chatham House and BBC News journalist), Dr John Nilsson-Wright
(Korea Foundation Korea Fellow and Senior Research Fellow
for Northeast Asia with the Asia-Pacific Programme at Chatham
House, as well as Senior University Lecturer in Japanese Politics
and International Relations at the University of Cambridge), and
was moderated by Anna Tan (Doctoral Student and a Project
Coordinator at the Lau China Institute at King’s College London).

Finally, the inaugural Indo-Pacific Roundtable (supported by
a new major grant from Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs) took
place on 12th and 13th December, convening a select cohort of
academics, think tank scholars, and civil servants from around the
UK and beyond, to share thoughts on pertinent political, economic,
and security issues in the region. The Roundtable’s panel on ‘Post
Pandemic Economic Regionalism’ focused on comparative political
economy and how the Covid-19 pandemic has affected economic
and political cooperation and competition in the Indo-Pacific, and
featured Andrew Cainey (Senior Associate Fellow at the Royal
United Services Institute), Dr Yu Jie (Senior Research Fellow on
13

The inaugural ‘Indo-Pacific Roundtable’ with Andrew Cainey, Bill Hayton, Aaditya Dave, Anna Tan, Sophie Guelf, Ken Yang and Yuka Koshino.
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MIDDLE EASTERN AND EURASIAN ORDERS

Israel and the Gulf: a new chapter in Middle East politics? With Philipp Hirsch, Sebastian Sons, Sanam Vakil and John Raine CMG OBE.
This year saw the appearance of two key works. First, there was
the publication ‘Westphalia from below. Humanitarian intervention
and the myth of 1648’ (Hurst and Company, London, 2021) by
outgoing Post-Doctoral Research Associate Thomas Peak. This
new history of the lead-up to 1648 exposes the myth of absolute
sovereignty supposedly enshrined at the Peace of Westphalia,
showing that humanitarian intervention is fully compatible
with true Westphalian sovereignty. We congratulate Tom on
his achievement.

of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Israel and
several Arab states, including the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Sudan, and Morocco – we hosted the webinar ‘Israel and the
Gulf: a new chapter in Middle East politics?’ John Raine CMG
OBE, Senior Advisor at the International Institute of Strategic
Studies (IISS), Sanam Vakil, Deputy Director of the Middle
East and North Africa Programme at Chatham House, and

His colleague Patrick Milton celebrated the publication of the
Persian-language edition of his book (co-authored with Brendan
Simms and the late Michael Axworthy) ‘Towards a Westphalia
for the Middle East’ (Hurst Publishers, 2018). The project draws
inspiration from the historical experience of the Thirty Years War
and the Peace of Westphalia (1648) to inspire fresh thinking and
new approaches towards peacemaking in the Middle East today.
In the course of the year, Drs Patrick Milton and Thomas Peak
continued to fine-tune the conceptual aspects of the proposed
peace initiative and engaged stakeholders and commentators
from across the Middle East region. In March – on the occasion
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Sebastian Sons, Researcher at the Centre for Applied Research
in Partnership with the Orient (CARPO) were convened by the
Centre’s Philipp Hirsch to discuss what this signifies for the
international relations of the Gulf more generally and whether the
Abraham Accords could be interpreted as the end of the ArabIsraeli conflict in its traditional sense.

Geopolitics of the Middle East – Back to the Future?’ The speaker
was Dr Hisham Hellyer, Senior Associate Fellow, The Royal United
Services Institute (London) and the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace (DC), exploring ‘unfinished business’ in the
aftermath of the colonial era in the region.
This was followed in the autumn by a closed Roundtable on
Jerusalem, which discussed the intractable situation in the
city and considered whether the example of religiously ‘shared
spaces’ in early modern Germany might point towards a solution.
The Westphalia project also continued to conduct ‘outreach’
work designed to publicise its ideas and findings among students
and young professionals and to stimulate debate among them.
Thus, in April 2021, strand leader Dr Patrick Milton introduced the
Centre’s work at the Al-Sharq Fellowship Programme’s annual
(online) retreat on ‘Human challenges: Now, then, and tomorrow’
in Istanbul.

Another webinar in May 2021 addressed the relationship—
both historical and present-day—between the Middle East and
Europe from a geopolitical perspective. Professor Nathalie Tocci,
Professor Eckart Woertz, and Julien Barnes-Dacey discussed
the extent to which Europe is a political force actively shaping the
geopolitics of the Middle East or rather just a bystander in the
region, the approaches that are open for the EU and its member
states to engage with the MENA region, and the extent to which
Brexit impacts a common European policy on the Middle East.
In June, we collaborated with the Centre for Islamic studies,
Cambridge, to host a lecture and discussion on ‘The New
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IMPACT & OUTREACH
In the summer, we assessed the strengths and weaknesses of our
first podcast offering and found that while the podcast had a solid
listenership and good social media engagement, we were not
building a regular audience with this more diverse approach.
We therefore decided to relaunch the podcast as ‘On
Geopolitics’, with permanent hosts Suzanne Raine and Ali Ansari.
Together, each fortnight, they explore a different geopolitical
question in a historical context with a range of guest experts. The
relaunch has been an immediate success, with the first episode,
on ‘Afghanistan and the Legacy of Khorasan’, gaining our best
initial listenership.

On Geopolitics’ hosts Suzanne Raine and Ali Ansari

Visiting Scholars

Podcast – On Geopolitics

Despite the restrictions caused by the pandemic, we were
delighted to be able to host a total of ten UK government analysts
as Visiting Scholars at the Centre. Although this was mostly virtual
for Lent term 2021, the Visiting Scholars were able once again
to use Fitzwilliam House and University facilities for Easter and
Michaelmas 2021. Their subjects of research reflected increasing
interest in the Indo-Pacific and in the complex interdependencies
between scientific innovation and geopolitics

In January of this year, we
launched our podcast channel,
with Suzanne Raine, Hugo
Bromley, Phillip Hirsch and Thomas
Peak hosting interviews with
leading historians and practitioners.
The goal was to experiment with
different formats and and the
approach that worked best to build
a consistent audience of informed
listeners. Four series were covered:
•
•
•
•

Resistance, Radicalisation and Religion
Geopolitics of Finance
Responsibility to Protect
Germany and the World

Notable interviewees included Sara Khan, Timothy Garton Ash,
Christopher Giancarlo, Alice Wairimu Nderitu, and Tony Barber.
This initial podcast had a total audience of 1,761 unique listeners,
with roughly 200 people listening to the average episode. It was
distributed on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, YouTube, and smaller
podcast platforms, as well as being available on our website. We
were able to also produce short clips to publicise the podcasts on
social media, which were very well received.
17

BOOKS & JOURNAL ARTICLES
The Centre continued to be researchactive on many fronts. This year saw
the publication of ‘Hitler’s American
Gamble. Pearl Harbor and Germany’s
March to Global War’ (Allen Lane,
2021), by Brendan Simms and Charlie
Laderman. The book describes
how the five days from December
7 – 11 were the most exciting and
consequential of early 20th century
diplomatic history, providing an hourby-hour, often minute-by-minute,
accounts of the worldwide scramble
to assess the impact of and response
to Pearl Harbor. Simms and Laderman show that the attack was
not the turning point of World War II; they argue instead that it
was Hitler’s declaration of war on the United States – occurring
four days later, on December 11, 1941 – that clinched the
convergence of two struggles into a united global conflict and
changed the course of the war.

Thomas Peak’s ‘Westphalia from
below. Humanitarian intervention
and the myth of 1648’ (Hurst and
Company, London, 2021) is a new
history of the lead-up to 1648. In the
book, Peak exposes the mythical
and problematic nature of the Peace
of Westphalia and its implications
for international politics, questioning
how inaccurate interpretations of this
landmark treaty influences International
Relations theory and humanitarian
protection to this day.
This year also saw the appearance of the Persian-language
translation of Patrick Milton’s book (co-authored with Brendan
Simms and the late Michael Axworthy) ‘Towards a Westphalia for
the Middle East’ (Hurst Publishers, 2018).
Three journal special issues were published in the last year from
papers presented at the 2020 online conference ‘Nationalism,
Populism, and Protestant Political Thought,’ including the
publication of all of the papers presented at the adjacent DAAD
workshop, ‘Old Testament Imaginaries of the Nation in German,
Dutch, and Anglo-American Political Thought’ in the October
2021 issue of De Gruyter’s ‘The Journal of the Bible and
Its Reception.’

Hitler’s American Gamble has been widely reviewed in the
international press on both sides of the Atlantic including the New
York Times Book Review, The Times, and The Telegraph.

The Centre’s Research Assistant John Freeman published an
article in a peer-reviewed academic journal, titled ‘The struggle for
neutrality: An examination of the Duchy of Courland in the Baltic
and Atlantic, 1642–1698’ in the Atlantic Studies Journal
(April 2021).
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ARTICLES & MEDIA MENTIONS
22 January – RUSI.org published ‘Half of
the National Risk Register is missing’ by
Suzanne Raine
10 February – Rt Hon Charles Clarke and
Brendan Simms discussed the importance of
the Baltic to Britain, historically and today, in
‘Why Britain matters in Europe’ in the
New Statesman

18 August – Suzanne Raine was a guest on
Radio 4’s Today Programme
24 August – Suzanne Raine’s ‘A contested
Afghanistan could be even worse’ is
published in Engelsberg Ideas

5 December – Military History Now
published Brendan Simms’ ‘Hitler and Pearl
Habor – How news of Japan’s surprise
attack on the US Pacific fleet rocked the
Third Reich’

27 August – Suzanne Raine was quoted
in the Economist’s ‘America bombs Islamic
State. Once it quits Afghanistan, can it still?

7 December – Time Magazine published
‘How world leaders’ reactions to Pearl
Harbor changed the course of World War II’,
by Brendan Simms & Charlie Laderman

17 February – Engelsberg Ideas published
‘Rewiring the world’; Brendan Simms
and Constance Simms’ reflections on the
connection between technological progress
and geopolitical change

8 September – RUSI.org published ‘The
war might be over, but yesterday’s problem
has not gone away’ by Suzanne Raine

8 December – William Hurst’s ‘Explaining
China’s Climate Cop Out’ is published in
The Diplomat

20 May – Engelsberg ideas published ‘What
should we do when the terrorists go quiet?’
by Suzanne Raine

8 September – Suzanne Raine is quoted in
the Guardian article ‘What Next for American
Foreign Policy?’, which reflected the fall of
Kabul and questions over US Interventionism
on the anniversary of 9/11

12 December – History News Network
published ’80 years ago, Hitler’s Declaration
of war against the United States sealed the
fate of Europe’s Jews’, by Brendan Simms
and Charlie Laderman

3 November – In ‘What Hitler’s war with
America reveals about today’s great power
rivalries’ in the New Statesman, Simms and
Laderman demonstrated how lessons from
1941 could be used to assess the risk of
armed conflict between China and the
U.S. today

16 December – Suzanne Raine is quoted
in the Guardian article ‘Holding ex-Islamic
State members in Syria not sustainable, says
thinktank’

21 May – Christian Schultheiss suggested
concrete steps to de-escalate tensions
between Greece and Turkey over the East
Mediterranean in ‘Charting a peaceful course
for the Eastern Mediterranean Sea disputes’
for the European Leadership Network
9 June – Suzanne Raine discussed ‘Iraq,
with Rick Edwards’ on the Imperial War
Museum’s Conflict of Interest podcast
15 July – Engelsberg Ideas published ‘Wise
warnings matter even more in this age of
pandemics and big data’ by Suzanne Raine

8 November – ‘Cambridge seminar series
on the island of Ireland’ event speaker and
former Taoiseach John Bruton is quoted in
‘UK trade wars would have severe effect’ in
the Irish Times

29 July – RUSI.org published ‘An inclusive
maritime order: Southeast Asian experiences
of maritime cooperation in the South China
Sea’ by Christian Schultheisis
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The Centre for Geopolitics’ monthly
newsletter has been expanding its readership
and featured editorials by the Centre’s (now
ex) Deputy Director Kun-Chin Lin, Research
Associate Donatas Kupčiūnas, Marietta van
der Tol (Blavatnik School of Government),
Kadri Liik (Senior Policy Fellow at the
European Council on Foreign Relations)
and others.

PARTNERSHIPS

TEACHING & STUDENT
GROUPS
Despite the challenges of COVID, the Centre for Geopolitics
continued and expanded its outreach to students across the
strands this year. Dr Christian Schultheiss, Visiting Scholar at
the Centre with research interests in the maritime disputes in the
East and South China Sea, conflict resolution, international law
and security in the Indo-Pacific, convened two graduate student
discussion groups.

We connected our research to decision-makers and the wider
public, principally through the Engelsberg Programme
for Applied History, Grand Strategy, and Geopolitics
project, supported by the Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson
Foundation. In this final year, the Centre for Geopolitics, together
with the Centre for Grand Strategy at King’s College London and
the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office Historians,
convened a five-part applied history seminar series, presenting a
unique opportunity for historians interested in applying historical
insight to contemporary questions in international affairs. There
were also private meetings with government, including FCDO,
and Cabinet Office, to discuss Britain’s role in Europe and the
state of the UK Union.

The first, on the ‘Geopolitics of the Indo-Pacific’ met six times and
held its final meeting in March 2021. The second, on ‘British and
European Security in an Indo-Pacific Century’ discussion group
started in May and involved four meetings covering security review
processes in the UK, NATO, the EU and European states. Several
guest speakers delivered input presentations. Both discussion
groups attracted participation from the University, POLIS in
particular, KCL, and Cambridge alumni.
The ‘Protestant Political Thought’ reading group was split into two
series: the first on Black political theologies and the second on
global political theologies more broadly, focusing on the Global
South. We had a number of speakers from diverse backgrounds
present to us on topics such as African-American responses to
white evangelical nationalism, the Christian rhetoric of Brazilian
president Jair Bolsonaro, and the theology of persecuted religious
minorities in Southeast Asia.

Other partnerships included: the National Army Museum; the
Centre of Islamic Studies at the University of Cambridge; the
Cambridge Union; the Cambridge Alumni Festival; the University
of Cambridge Centre for Gender Studies; Sidney Sussex College,
University of Cambridge; the Henry Kissinger Professorship for
Strategic and Integration Studies at the Center for Advanced
Security and Strategic and Integration Studies-University of Bonn;
the State Chancellery of North Rhine-Westphalia; the Oxford
Programme on International Peace & Security at the Blavatnik
School of Government at Oxford University; the University of
Tartu; the Estonian Embassy in London; the British Embassy in
Tallinn; the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
Historians; the Institute for Historical Research; the Lithuanian
Cultural Institute; the Lithuanian Embassy in the UK; the Polish
Institute in London; Cambridge Polish Studies; the Institute for
Literary, Cultural and Translation Studies at Vilnius University; the
Institute of East Asian Studies, UC Berkeley, Global Responsibility
to Protect; and the Chelsea History Festival.

In the Michaelmas Term of 2021 Brendan Simms, Donatas
Kupčiūnas, and Hugo Bromley taught a course ‘Britain and the
Geopolitics of the Baltic, c. 1450- present’ to an international
group of MPhil students. Brendan Simms also started an online
graduate student seminar, which has been attended by doctoral
candidates from the UK and across the Baltic Sea Region. On
9 December 2021, the Centre for Geopolitics held its most
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recent strategic simulation for the MPhil class. The scenario
revolved around a confrontation between the NATO and Russia
in the Eastern Baltic. The simulation involved significant input
from senior figures in the UK government and in the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office. The list of participants also included
academic experts, working in the field of international security.
These strategic simulations are designed to demonstrate for
the students the complexity of geopolitical decision-making in a
highpressure environment. Expanding our student offering and
engaging more comprehensively with the undergraduate body will
be a major priority for the Centre in the year ahead.

Former Centre Researcher Nora Kalinskij leads a discussion on
‘Geopolitics and Energy’ for the Cambridge University Society for
Geopolitical Risk, hosted by the Centre for Geopolitics.
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GOVERNANCE

INTERNATIONAL
ADVISORY BOARD

The Management Committee meets three times a year and is
comprised of leaders from within the University as well as external
experts. It is chaired by Bridget Kendall, Master of Peterhouse,
and exercises an advisory role in meeting on a termly basis.

The Centre for Geopolitics draws on the expertise and
commitment of the IAB in expanding our research agenda and
policy impact activities.
•

Professor John Bew, Professor in History and Foreign
Policy, Centre for Grand Strategy, King’s College
London. Foreign Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
•

Mr Doug Chalmers, DSO OBE, Master of Emmanuel
College (from Oct 2021)

•

Professor Sir Leszek Krzysztof Borysiewicz FRS
FRCP FMedSci

•

Sir Richard Billing Dearlove, former Master of Pembroke
College

•

•

Professor Christopher Hill, Emeritus Professor of
International Relations, University of Cambridge

Sir Andrew Cook CBE, Owner and Chairman of
William Cook Holdings Limited; President, British-Swiss
Chamber of Commerce

•

•

Bridget Kendall, Master of Peterhouse

•

Professor John Naughton, Senior Research Fellow
at Centre for Research in the Arts Social Sciences and
Humanities (CRASSH), University of Cambridge

Professor Barry Eichengreen, George C. Pardee
and Helen N. Pardee Professor of Economics and
Political Science at the University of California, Berkeley

•

Ambassador Rolf Einar Fife, Ambassador, Mission of
Norway to the EU; Ambassador to France (2014–19)

•

Rear Admiral Dr Chris Parry, Managing Director, Merl
House Strategic Forecasting

•

Joschka Fischer, Foreign Minister and Vice Chancellor
of Germany (1998–2005)

•

Professor Andrew Preston, Professor of American History,
University of Cambridge

•

•

Dr Pippa Rogerson, Master of Gonville & Caius College,
Reader in Private International Law, University of Cambridge
(until Dec 2021)

Tina Fordham, Partner and Head of Global Political
Strategy, Avonhurst; Appointee, United Nations HighLevel Panel on Women’s Economic Empowerment
(2016–18)

•

Baroness Arminka Helic, House of Lords; Member
of the International Relations and Defence Committee;
Senior Special Adviser to the Foreign Secretary (2010–
2014)

•

Dr John Lehman, Chairman, J.F. Lehman and
Company; US Secretary of the Navy (1981–1987)

•

Professor Margaret MacMillan, Professor of History,
University of Toronto; Emeritus Professor of International
History, University of Oxford

•

John Shakeshaft, External member of the Council (Deputy
Chair), University of Cambridge

•

Professor Jason Sharman, Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor
of International Relations, Head of the Department of Politics
and International Studies (POLIS), University of Cambridge

•

Professor Marc Weller, Professor of International Law and
International Constitutional Studies, University of Cambridge

•

Dr Ayşe Zarakol, Reader in International Relations,
University of Cambridge
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•

Rt. Hon. Lord Mark Malloch-Brown KCMG, CoChair of the UN Foundation and the International Crisis
Group; United Nations Deputy Secretary-General (2006)

•

Professor Evan Medeiros, Penner Family Chair in
Asia Studies, School of Foreign Service and the Cling
Family Distinguished Fellow in U.S.-China Studies,
Georgetown University; Special Assistant to President
Obama and Senior Director for Asian Affairs on the
White House’s National Security Council (2013-15)

•

Wess Mitchell, Co-Chair, NATO Forward Looking
Reflection Process; Vice Chairman, Center for European
Policy Analysis; Senior Advisor, Office of Strategic
Stability and Security, United States Institute of Peace;
Non-Resident Fellow in the Applied History Project
at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of
Government; U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs (2017–19)

•

Professor Amrita Narlikar, President, German
Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA); Professor,
Universität Hamburg; Non-Resident Senior Fellow,
Observer Research Foundation

•

Professor Harsh V Pant, Professor of International
Relations, King’s College London; Director of Research
and Head of the Strategic Studies Programme, Observer
Research Foundation

•

Professor Roland Paris, Professor of International
Affairs, University of Ottawa, Canada; Associate Fellow,
Chatham House; Senior Advisor on Global Affairs and
Defence to the Prime Minister of Canada (2015-16)

•

General Sir Richard Shirreff, Founding Partner,
Strategia Worldwide; Deputy Supreme Allied
Commander Europe (2011–2014)
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•

Dr Javier Solana, President, Centre for Global
Economy and Geopolitics, ESADE Business School;
Former European Union High Representative for the
Common Foreign and Security Policy and Former
Secretary General of NATO

•

Professor Akio Takahara, Senior Fellow, Tokyo
Foundation for Policy Research; Professor, Faculty of
Law and the Graduate School of Public Policy, The
University of Tokyo; and Senior Adjunct Fellow, Japan
Institute of International Affairs

•

Professor Adam Tooze, Kathryn and Shelby Cullom
Davis Professor of History and Director of the European
Institute, Columbia University

•

Professor Jennifer Welsh, Canada 150 Research
Chair in Global Governance and Security; Director of
the Centre for International Peace and Security Studies
(CIPSS), McGill University

THE YEAR AHEAD
The first priority for Centre for Geopolitics next year will be its
membership of the Ax:son Johnson Institute for Statecraft
and Diplomacy (AJI), which is dedicated to supporting and
mentoring the next generation of historically-minded scholars and
practitioners in statecraft, strategy, and diplomacy.

An exciting series of meetings and conferences is already being
scheduled for all our research areas in 2022 with figures from
politics, journalism, public life, sports, and culture. For example,
the Baltic Programme is hosting a symposium on ‘The Baltic
contribution to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991’ to
mark the 30th Anniversary of the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
It will focus upon the contribution of events in the Baltic to this
enormous geopolitical change.

Generously supported by the Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson
Foundation for Public Benefit, AJI is a collaboration between the
Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for Public Benefit
and a four-university transatlantic consortium of the Centre for
Geopolitics at the University of Cambridge, the Centre for Grand
Strategy in the Department of War Studies at King’s College
London, the Henry A. Kissinger Center for Global Affairs at the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS),
and the Center for Statecraft and Political Communication at the
Stockholm School of Economics. The Centre is looking forward to
the inter-university relationship and has recently announced three
PhD studentships for 2022 as part of a larger, joined cohort of
young researchers. Three Post-Doctoral positions under the same
scheme are to be advertised in the new year.

We are also looking forward to our upcoming spring conference,
‘Christian Identity in National, Transnational, and Local Space:
Perspectives from Protestantism, Eastern Orthodoxy, and
Roman Catholicism,’ as well as two workshops in the summer:
one at the University of Utrecht on Protestant response to forced
migration, the other, at the University of Helsinki on the politics
of missionaries.
Looking ahead somewhat, we believe that the Centre for
Geopolitics has become a known player in the field of global
geopolitics research. Its authority has been recognized by its
selection as the host for the ‘16th Conference for Baltic Studies
in Europe in 2025’ – a major transatlantic event uniting both
academic and practical worlds. This encourages us in our longterm aim, which is to make the Centre for Geopolitics the leading
institution of its kind in the world.

We will continue our work under the generous MOFA grant just
received, with an eye to holding additional roundtables - similar
that in December 2021 - in June 2022 and 2023. We are planning
to roll out a robust and ambitious programme of speakers, events
and seminars tied to the grant, and preparing to host a diverse
line-up of leading scholars and colleagues from Taiwan over the
next academic years.
Next year will also see the start of a major new initiative in the
field of military history and grand strategy. In partnership with the
National Army Museum (NAM) and Queens’ College, the Centre
advertised a three-year Research Fellowship in British strategy
during the eighteenth century. The successful candidate will take
up their post in October 2022. We hope that this venture will be
the first of many such collaborations.
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Professor Brendan Simms
Director

Centre Affilliates
Dr Barry Colfer
Dr Naosuke Mukoyama
Dr John Nilsson-Wright
Dr Surabhi Ranganathan
Dr Christian Schultheiss
Dr Marietta van der Tol

Professor William Hurst
Deputy Director (from Oct 2021)
Dr Donatas Kupčiūnas
Research Associate (from Oct 2021)
Suzanne Raine
Affiliated Lecturer

Research Assistants
Jemima Baar
Hugo Bromley
David Cowan
Naman Habtom Desta
Philipp Hirsch
Rachel Claire Dryden
John Freeman
Sophia R.C. Johnson
Flamur Krasniqi
Elvira Tamus
James Vitali
Chris Wadibia
Jonathan Yeung

Professor Ali Ansari
Director: Westphalia for the Middle East
Timothy Less
Lead Researcher, Disintegration in Europe
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Baltic Consultant
Elizabeth Winter
Development Consultant
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Deputy Director (until Sept 2021)
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BENEFACTORS & FUNDERS
The Centre is entirely dependent on benefactors to fund its activities and running costs. We are extremely grateful to several private
donors and to trusts and foundations whose generosity have allowed the Centre for Geopolitics to grow exponentially over the past
12 months. Their help has enabled early career Fellows to pursue research in the Centre, and eminent established academics to
contribute significantly to the output and direction of our work.
In particular, we would like to acknowledge the support of the following foundations and individuals:
Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for Public Benefit
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan) (MOFA)
The Cambridge Security Initiative
Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation
Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation
Sir Andrew Cook CBE
The National Army Museum
Richard Watson
Mr and Mrs Harry B Hart
Mr Bjorn Savén
Hilary Williams Papworth
Jean Oppenheimer
Simon and Jill Wadsworth
In addition, the Centre has benefited from kind support from Peterhouse and our partner in the European Order Roundtable, the
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.
If you would like to learn more about philanthropic opportunities with the Centre, or support our work through a gift, please contact
Liz Winter, Development Consultant on ejw39@cam.ac.uk or visit www.cfg.polis.cam.ac.uk/support-us.
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